
 
 

2023 Annual Report to the Synods  
Wartburg College is dedicated to challenging and nurturing students  

for lives of leadership and service as a spirited expression of their faith and learning. 
 
Guided by our vision, we are answering the call to prepare resilient leaders of positive change for service in a 
complex world. This will be realized by building on our distinctives and embracing new opportunities to be the 
leading institution in educating the whole person. 
 
Enrollment  

• Fall 2023 enrollment was 1,472 students from 41 U.S. states and 44 countries, which includes 196 U.S. 
students of color and 92 international students. More than 20 Christian denominations and several world 
religions are represented. Our enrollment saw its largest year-to-year percentage increase since 2016.  

• The five majors with the highest enrollment are business administration, biology, exercise science, 
elementary education, and psychology. 

• The online Master of Arts in Leadership program enrolled a new cohort of eight students as well as one 
pursuing the Graduate Leadership Certificate.  

 
Strategic Positioning 

• After almost two years of research and planning, the college announced the Wartburg Commitment, a new 
pricing model and value proposition designed to help students consider, afford, and experience Wartburg 
College. Starting in Fall 2024, the comprehensive program includes a new competitive price, reduced 
financial barriers for lower- and middle-income families, and funding to increase access to immersive 
experiences.  

• A new Wartburg brand, Experience More, was launched in conjunction with the Wartburg Commitment. 
Extensive research found the distinctive experiences students have at Wartburg involve a nurturing 
community, connection, and engagement. These common threads of the Wartburg experience resonate with 
students, faculty, staff, and alumni. 

 
Academic and Co-Curricular Programs 

• The first 15 students to earn a master’s degree from Wartburg College graduated in May with a Master of 
Arts in Leadership. The students came from as far away as Ohio and California and represented an array of 
work sectors, including business, K-12 and higher education, public administration, the military, and faith 
communities.  

• In January 2023, Wartburg faculty approved a new THRIVE General Education curriculum to be 
implemented in the 2024-25 academic year. THRIVE stands for Thinking Critically, Human Culture, 
Reasoning, Information Fluency, Vocation, and Effective Communication. 

• Dr. Ethan Blass was inducted into the newly established Herbert and Mildred Kleinfeld Professorship in 
German Language and Culture. The professorship, provided through the generosity of Gerald Kleinfeld in 
honor of his parents, will support teaching and learning in the German Department.  

• As a member of the Iowa Private Transfer Collaborative, Wartburg received a three-year grant from the 
Arthur Vining Davis Foundations and Teagle Foundation to make the experience of transferring from an 
Iowa community college more transparent.  

• The college launched Knights to Know, an educational web series that introduces influential alumni to the 
greater Wartburg community. The first year’s theme is Women of Wartburg and has featured women in 
STEM and leaders in service.  



• In 2023, the Wartburg esports team began competing in a new state-of-the-art arena that was created 
through the renovation of a computer lab and classroom.  

• Women’s wrestling opened its inaugural season in Fall 2023, bringing the total number of intercollegiate 
athletics teams to 25. 

 
Spiritual Life and Campus Ministry 

• The Rev. Maggie Falenschek was named the dean of spiritual life and the Herbert and Cora Moehlmann 
Chaplaincy Chair effective Aug. 7, 2023.  She is a graduate of Concordia College and Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary with a demonstrated passion for Lutheran higher education and a desire to interpret 
Wartburg’s Lutheran values for an increasingly diverse campus community. 

• Spiritual Life equips all students to live into a spirited expression of their faith. As our campus becomes 
increasingly religiously diverse, we seek innovative ways to holistically support our students as well as build 
bridges across difference. This work includes partnering across campus with Student Life, Academic Affairs, 
and Dining Services. 

• SLCM has welcomed Kristin Teig Torres in a reimagined position as Director of Student Leadership, 
Service, and Engagement. Kristin’s presence in and in collaboration with SLCM intends to amplify the 
connection between spirituality and service on our campus. 

• Within their roles as Moehlmann Chaplaincy Chair and McCoy Family Distinguished Chair in Lutheran 
Heritage and Mission, Maggie Falenschek and Caryn Riswold are working to develop a common language 
set focused on what it means to be a Lutheran college to assist with interviewing and onboarding of new 
employees and as foundational understanding for our campus community. 

• Craig Hella Johnson, a critically acclaimed composer, arranger, educator, and conductor, received the 2023 
Graven Award in its 34th year. The annual award for Christian vocation highlights the powerful and positive 
effect of a strong sense of Christian vocation as it interfaces with service to the community, the church, and 
the world.  
 

Recognition 
• President Rebecca Ehretsman was the recipient of the 2023 American Association for Hand Surgery 

Humanitarian Award, which honors special contributions or personal sacrifices for the betterment of 
humanitarian efforts. Ehretsman has contributed to global medical outreach around the world, including 19 
visits to Guatemala and treatment for hundreds of children with congenital limb differences and traumatic 
injuries.  

• Michael McCoy, chair of the Wartburg Board of Regents, received the Council for Advancement and 
Support of Education (CASE) Volunteer of the Year Award for his work with the college, which has 
spanned three decades and includes more than $7 million in gifts for capital projects, an endowed chair, and 
numerous other enhancements.   

• The Wartburg Medal was presented to Bill Hamm ’66, former interim president of the college and Lutheran 
higher education leader; the Rev. Durwood “Bud” Buchheim ’53, a longtime Lutheran pastor; Hans-Peter 
Brodhun and the late Günter Schuchardt, retired members of the Board of Regents from Eisenach, 
Germany; and Tom ’68 and Marnie ’69 Hubbard, former Wartburg employees. The Wartburg Medal 
recognizes individuals who have provided significant service to the college over a sustained period and who 
have a personal commitment to the college’s mission, quality, and character. 

• Jen Christy Bye ’95, a strategic portfolio and program manager for Principal Financial Group, was elected to 
the Board of Regents.  

• Paul Zelle ’24 received the Rossing Scholarship in Physics from the ELCA for the second time. Zelle is 
pursuing a degree in computer science and physics.  

• Rabecca Ndhlovu ’24, a Davis United World Scholar from Zambia, received a $10,000 Projects for Peace 
grant to carry out a summer humanitarian effort teaching young girls in Lusaka, Zambia, how to make and 
sanitize reusable menstrual pads.  

• Maeve Dunne ’23 was selected by the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board for a Fulbright award 
to Taiwan through the program’s English Teaching Assistant Program.  



• Andrew Buchheim ’23 received the prestigious R.J. McElroy Graduate Fellowship, designed to encourage 
persons of accomplishment, intelligence, integrity, and leadership ability to pursue challenging academic 
careers. 

• Dr. Duane Koenig ’53 received an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters at May Commencement for his 
distinguished career in family medicine and general surgery and medical mission work in Tanzania.  

 
Wartburg continues to deliver on a vibrant mission that transforms the entire college community as together we 
learn, serve, and demonstrate care for each other. Thank you for your prayerful support of our efforts to strengthen 
Lutheran higher education and our community of learning. 
 
Dr. Rebecca Ehretsman, President 


