*Call to Worship
L: Come, holy people, called by God, let us follow the way prepared for us.
C: Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth among those who praise God.
L: Once again the world is surprised at a manger, as the glory of God surpasses what is expected.
C: Let us go to Bethlehem to see what God has made known to us.
L: There in Bethlehem and here today at First Lutheran, we are reminded anew of the wonders of God’s ways.
C: Let us glorify and praise God for all that we have seen and heard!

*Confession & Forgiveness
C: God, we join with the angels, the great cloud of witnesses, and one another on this day to celebrate you and the gift of Jesus Christ. We often get distracted and lost in the chaos of daily life, and this has kept us from sharing in the joy, love, and life that you intend. Trusting in your love and forgiveness, we confess the ways we have missed out and fallen short.

*Advent Doxology (sung to tune of ELW 883)
All praise to you, dear blessed Son,
long promised Savior now has come.
Whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit evermore.

PROGRAM

Narration
Scripture Reading – John 1:1-5, 9-14, 18

Advent Candle Lighting			This Little Light of Mine 	ELW 677	
	This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine;
	This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine;
	This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine,
	Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

	Hide it under a bushel? NO! I’m gonna let it shine;
	Hide it under a bushel? NO! I’m gonna let it shine;
	Hide it under a bushel? NO! I’m gonna let it shine;
	Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Narration
Scripture Reading – Luke 1:26-38

Song						Here I Am, Lord		ELW 574 v. 1 & 3
	I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people’s cry.
	All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
	I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
	Who will bear my light to them?  Whom shall I send?  Refrain.

	I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
	I will set a feast for them.  My hand will save.
	Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.
	I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send?  Refrain.

	Refrain: Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night.
	I will go, Lord, where you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart.

Narration

Song				O Little Town of Bethlehem 	ELW 279 v.1 & 2
{Mary and Joseph come to the front}
	O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
	Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
	yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
	The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

	For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above
	while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love.
	O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
	And praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth.

Narration

Song				Away in a Manger			ELW 277 v. 1 & 2
{Donkeys and cows come forward to surround Mary, Joseph and baby}
	Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
	the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
	the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
	the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

	The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes
	but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
	I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
	and stay by my cradle ‘til morning is nigh.

Narration

Song				Hark! The Herald Angels Sing	ELW 270 v. 1 & 3
{Angels,stars line up in left aisle and shepherds/sheep line up on right aisle}
	Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king;
	peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”
	Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
	with angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain

	Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Son of righteousness!
	Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings.
	Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
	born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. Refrain

	Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”
Narration

Song				O Come, All Ye Faithful		ELW 283 v. 1 & 3
{Angels, stars, shepherds and sheep move to front}
	O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
	O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
	come and behold him, born the king of angels: Refrain

	Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
	sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
	Glory to God in the highest: Refrain

	Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
	O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Narration

Song				Go Tell It on the Mountain		ELW 290 v. 1 & 2
{Townspeople move to the front}
	Refrain: Go! {clap} tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere;
	Go! {clap} tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

	While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
	behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. Refrain

	The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth
	rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

Narration

Song				Joy to the World			ELW 267 v. 1 & 2

	Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
	let ev’ry heart prepare him room
and heav’n and nature sing. {sing 3 times}

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy. {sing 3 times}

L: Go out and share your joy with all the world!  	C: Thanks be to God!	

												

We did not develop this Christmas program but used A Rehearsal-Free Christmas Pageant by rfour.org.  See the link below.  There are also resources included in Word or PDF format (a list of what you need to get started, narration script, sample bulletin and lyrics for songs that are suggested).  We tweaked the program to make it ours (the sample bulletin differs slightly from the narration script, so we pulled what we liked from each).
https://rfour.org/christmas_pageant.html

If you would like a copy of our script/full bulletin, please email us at ohiofirstlutheran@gmail.com.



The script from the Living Last Supper was originally secured by the members of First Lutheran in Ohio in the early 80’s from a farm magazine.  It was shared with the members of St. John’s Lutheran in Peru in 2005.  If you would like a copy of this script, please use the same email, ohiofirstlutheran@gmail.com.



Best wishes on your ministries in your communities – Jeff & Lori Whalen

